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On the Origin and Development of the Concept
of Modern Tragedy in Western Marxism

SHI Ran
(School of Marxism, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou 311121, China)

Abstract: The authors of Marxism classics take the conflict of the historical materialism as the focus of the modern tragedy with
the proposition of two thoughts of the old thing and the new thing. Moreover, they endow these thoughts with social and histori-
cal context and have started a new journey to the concept of the modern tragedy. In addition, they have also proposed that the
masses with the working class as the main body should become the master of the modern tragedy. In the path created by those

authors of Marxism classics, Raymond Williams established a complete set of theory of the modern tragedy, while Lucien Gold-

mann made a contextual transformation of the tragedy research. Their researches have achieved a great leap to set the focus of

the concept to the historical context. Along with the new historical background and condition, Terry Eagleton has achieved an-
other leap to convert the attention of the concept to the criticism of the political and ideological context.
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